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Welcome to the Winter Newsletter. Our New Year programme contains a wide range of topics,
we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible whatever the weather. Please bring along
your friends and family all are welcome.
Already the committee are giving some

thought to next spring's walks. Let us know

if you have any ideas for next sring and summer
programme. Included in this newsletter are
several contacts or links for those that like
surfing the web and there are nature notes

as well as a few words on trees and biodiversity.

Autumn colours
in The Holt

Rowlands Castle.

The South Down Group covers an area from Portsdown to Petersfield -
including Blendworth, Catherington, Clanfield, Cowplain, Denmead, Hambledon, Horndean, Liss & Liphook, Lovedean, Petersfield area,
Purbrook, Rowland'’s Castle, Waterlooville and Widley. ( Covering Postcodes PO8, PO9 and part of GU30,32 and 33 )

Those beyond our boundaries are equally welcome to attend our meetings.

Group Committee Tel: 023....
Chairman Peter Leversha 92592711
Treasurer Pennie Medland 92253293
Membership Sec. Sylvia Leversha 92592711
Newsletter John Vigay 92592647
v Members Mike Ashton, Anne Dale,
Deryn Hawkins, Roger Labrum, Lindsey and Julian Stevens

Diary Dates - January to April 2012

All meetings are held at St Wilfrid's Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain with parking to the
rear of the hall. Admission is £2.50 including refreshments. Meetings are 71.30pm to 9.30pm
Non-members are Welcome
Wed. 18th January "Polar Bears and other Arctic Sightings"
An illustrated talk byAlan Key on his recent trip to the Arctic

Wed. 15th February "Nature in Close-up”

Andrew Watts, a local brilliant photographer will give a presentation on the subject of Close-up
pictures of insects and other invertebrates, amphibians, wild flowers etc. with comments on the
techniques and 'tricks of the trade'. A must for all interested in wildlife photography.

Wed. 21st March "The South Downs, a 21st Century National Park"

Nick Heasman or a colleague from the SDNPA give a presentation on the activities and

management taking place and future plans for our area. Of special interest as we are close to the

Park's boundary.

Wed. 18th April "Caring for our 'Urban’ Wildlife" Starts with a brief AGM

An evening devoted to the study of the wildlife in our gardens and an exchange of ideas on ways

of attracting more native species and distracting unwanted aliens, also reviewing garden birds.
[Nlustrated contributions by members.




News, Views and Nature Notes

Trees and hedgerows in Blendworth on 26th August, 2011

New survey techniques have revealed that we have 8% more tree cover than we thought because many urban and
small groups of trees were not included in the National Forest Inventory which estimated 5% cover (nearly lowest in
Europe). Now the figure is 13%. The figure for East Hampshire and Surrey is higher than this but we all need to plant
more trees in our local area, funds are availabe, we just need to find places where trees can be planted.

Tree Planting Please let the local Tree wardens or Parish Rangers know of sites where you would like to see more
trees growing, they can advise on species and suitability of the site eg. in your garden, along the street or in a local
hedge-row or open space, (make sure the neighbours and landowners are in agreement) - if you do one thing this
winter, plant a tree for the Jubilee. Read further:The Woodland Trust's ‘Broadleaf' No.77 p23-25 "Dig This" (copies
available from JV)  Discuss your ideas with John Vigay or Olly, the Senior Ranger Tel:023 92587766 or 92592647

Butterfly and Moth Surveys Our local team of butterfly recorders have again throughout the year done weekly
surveys of butterflies at 6 sites in the area, the results of the years records can be seen in the Annual Butterfly Report,
2011 started off well but the season overall has not been as good as 2010. Numbers of 'blues’ and Painted Ladies are
well down but there has been an increase in Red Admirals, even several seen this month. On the 17th Nov. a Brimstone

was seen in Blendworth together with two Red Admirals (in the field in the picture above).
Moth Surveys - It has been difficult to keep to a programme

but several moth trappings took place in June, August and

September mainly in gardens at short notice (due to weather

conditions.) The rarely seen Red Underwing came to light on

1st Sept. and the attractively marked Feathered Gothic moth

came to the trap at the top of Catherington Down (SH's garden)

on 31st August together with 35 other species and a Sextant

beetle. In April this attractive Pebble Prominent moth appeared.

A full report on this years butterfly and moth records will soon be Red Underwing Feathered Gothic  Pebble Prominent
available from John Nundy and John Vigay.

Garden Birds Many members are continuing with the garden bird-watch survey. This year has

seen an increase in kestrels and sparrow hawks as well as the usual buzzards soaring above and

even red kites have been seen as far east as Up Marden in Sussex. There seem to be fewer green-

finches and bullfinches this year and lower numbers of swallows and martins but one bird that has

been present regularly is the nuthatch.

Feeding the Birds. It has been said that up to 50% of us now feed the birds but is it right ? Is it to

help them through the winter, extreme weather and the breeding season or just because we like

their company ? The RSPB and BTO now approve feeding all the year round. The argument for and

against can be studied on an excellent website - www.garden-birds.co.uk. The big problem is that it

attracts squirrels and cats and squirrels are breeding like mad. Apart from eating most of the bird seed they are
damaging the feeders Worst of all doing considerable damage to mature trees especially oak, pine and fruit trees.
What is the answer ?

Amongst the enormous grey squirrel population in Horndean a pure white albino was seen by Katie Mann on 12th Oct
2011 in a tree on Frogmore Lane, Horndean. More details and pictures on www.havantnature.net (John Goodspeed's).

Hedgehogs An article by Tiki Leggett in the HWT Winter 2011 Edn. of "Wildlife" describes the plight of hedgehogs in
Hampshire and shows how a new plan will help to reverse an alarming decline. There are good numbers in the Bull's
Copse and Victory Avenue area of Horndean. We are asked to send records to the Hampshire Mammal Group county
recorder at HMGRecorder@hwt.org.uk. The plan involves asking neighbours to create hedgehog friendly linkages
between gardens, for more information on this project and hedgehog friendly ideas go to WWW.hedgehogstreet.org

Fungi Mild weather in November has led to a number of fungi springing up, some
are quite spectacular, seen on a fungal foray in the

bluebell woods (Lowton's Copse) in Clanfield on

20/21 Nov 2011. The red Fly Agaric was seen on

Hazleton common in October. The Porcelain fungi were on a
fallen branch of beech nr the entrance to Lowton's Copse,Clanfield.



Local Volunteer Groups. All welcome extra hands so if you have a few hours to spare and would like extra
exercise this winter, and would like to join in ring -

Catherington Down - (Friends of) occasional mornings ® 92592317 or 92597766
Chappett's Copse, W.Meon - Thursdays 10-3.30 ® Richard Hedley on 92552869
Coulters Dean, Buriton - Thursdays 10-12.30 ® Di Mitchell on 01730 266064
Dell Piece West and Hazleton Common, Horndean © HPC on 92597766
are holding workdays every Wednesday from 11th Jan to 22nd Feb 2012
from 10am to 3pm, meet at site entrance on Holly Bank Close, off Greenfield Crescent,
Horndean. More Info. call
02380 402 593, 07740 899 709 or email katy.roberts@btcv.org.uk
Hurstwood, Waterlooville - 1st Sunday in month 10-12noon ©® 92230335 evenings
Clanfield - 3rd Sat in month ® 92595147

Next meeting - Sat.17th December 10am - see website www.bluebellwood.wesnetservices.co.uk

- (Friends of) frequent workdays © Jackie on 92266418
Next meeting - Sat. 31st December - see website www.park-wood.org
Queen's Inclosure, Cowplain - Occasional © Kathy Pinkley on 01962 774714
Sustainability Centre, E.Meon -(opHMS Mercury) ©® Terena on 01730 823166
Woodsedge, Waterlooville - 2nd Sunday 10-12noon ©® Steve Sadler on 92255690

Websites with information on local wildlife in S.E.Hampshire
Hampshire Wildlife Trust - WWW.hwt.org.uk

Hampshire Biodiversity Inf. Centre WWW.hants.uk/biodiversity/hbic
Hampshire Ornithological Society WWW.hos.org.uk

John Goodspeed - WWW.havantnature.net

Ralph Hollins - WWW.homepage.ntiworld.com

Horndean Parish Council - WWW.horndeanpc-hants.gov.uk /countryside.
Portsdown Hill Volunteers - WWW.portsdown.org

Rotherlands Cons. Group. Petersfield WWW.Rotherlands.co.uk

Sustainability Centre - WWW.earthworks-trust.com

Horndean Trees and Hedgerows - WWW.HorndeanTrees.co.uk

Yoells Copse, Lovedean - WWW. yoellscopse.co.uk

All the above sites have been checked as "alive" at the time of going to press

BIODIVERSITY

Horndean Biodiversity Group are working closely with the Parish Council Countryside Team to
complete the Horndean BAP (Action Plan) by April 2012. It is more urgent than ever to complete
the BAP in view of all the uncertainties created by recent changes in government policies such
as National Planning Policy Framework and the Localisation Bill - Empowering communities (?)
Gardens, Hedgerows and Wildlife Corridors will be a most important feature of the BAP as
they form such a valuable refuge for wildlife and provide an endless interest for all the family
and provide a link between the more established habitats. It is said that across the UK gardens
cover more than 1 million acres, they are the most direct way of experiencing and actively
encouraging wildlife, every garden is a potential nature reserve.

- The Annual Meeting of the HBG will be on Wednesday 25th April 2012. At
this meeting we hope to be able to 'launch' the BAP. Full details will be in the next newsletter.
NEWSLETTERS
The next newsletter will be circulated in February 2012, contributions to the editor by 31st January.
There will be 3 editions a year - February, June and October. Please check that your name is on the

mailing list and that we have the your correct E-mail address (Its OK if you receive this by E-Mail | )
Make sure that you notify Sylvia or Deryn of any changes to your postal or E-mail address or if you do not want
to receive further correspondence from the HWT and HBG groups.



